
CHAPTER 15.1-20
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

15.1-20-01. Compulsory attendance.

1. Any person having responsibility for a child between the ages of seven and sixteen
years shall ensure that the child is in attendance at a public school for the duration of
each school year.

2. If a person enrolls a child of age six in a public school, the person shall ensure that
the child is in attendance at the public school for the duration of each school year.
The person may withdraw a child of age six from the public school. However, once
the child is withdrawn, the person may not reenroll the child until the following school
year. This subsection does not apply if the reason for the withdrawal is the child's
relocation to another school district.

3. This section does not apply if a child is exempted under the provisions of section
15.1-20-02.

15.1-20-02. Compulsory attendance - Exceptions.

1. The provisions of section 15.1-20-01 do not apply if the person having responsibility
for the child demonstrates to the satisfaction of the school board that:

a. The child is in attendance for the same length of time at an approved nonpublic
school;

b. The child has completed high school;

c. The child is necessary to the support of the child's family;

d. A multidisciplinary team that includes the child's school district superintendent,
the director of the child's special education unit, the child's classroom teacher,
the child's physician, and the child's parent has determined that the child has a
disability that renders attendance or participation in a regular or special
education program inexpedient or impracticable; or

e. The child is receiving home education.

2. A decision by the board of a school district under subsection 1 is appealable to the
district court.

15.1-20-03. Compulsory attendance law - Enforcement. Each teacher and
administrator is charged with the enforcement of compulsory school attendance provisions. The
compulsory school attendance provisions are applicable to any child who is offered school
facilities by a school district, regardless of whether or not the child actually resides in the district.
Each individual listed in this section shall investigate any alleged violation of the compulsory
attendance provisions and shall obtain from the parent of any child not attending school in
accordance with the requirements of this chapter the reason, if any, for the absence. In any
school district not having a district superintendent, the county superintendent of schools must be
notified of any allegation regarding the violation of compulsory attendance provisions and the
county superintendent shall report the allegation to the state's attorney of the county. In all other
districts, the school district superintendent or the principal of the child's school shall report to the
state's attorney of the county the facts in connection with any alleged violation of the compulsory
attendance provisions. The state's attorney may petition a court, pursuant to chapter 27-20, for a
determination as to whether a child is educationally deprived.
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15.1-20-04. Home education - Definition. For purposes of this chapter, "home
education" means an educational program for a child provided in accordance with chapter
15.1-23 by the child's parent in the child's home.
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